RESOLUTION NO. 20-37

WHEREAS, in order to fully and effectively respond to the developing threats posed by
the novel coronavirus and its associated disease (COVID-19), and in coordination with ongoing
emergency actions by the state and federal governments, the Gadsden County Board of County
Commissioners passed Resolutions 20-12 through 20-21, 20-23, 20-24, 20-28, 20-29 and 20-37.
These Resolutions declared a local state of emergency in Gadsden County, and subsequently such
extensions of these resolutions have been deemed necessary to have been issued; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary, appropriate and prudent to take action to ensure that the
spread of COVID-19 is slowed, and that residents and visitors in Florida remain safe and secure;
and

WHEREAS, conditions presented by COVID-19 continue to pose a threat to public health
that requires dynamic emergency response, including the maintenance of existing orders, as well
as the imposition of additional directives and orders as conditions require; and

WHEREAS, there is reason to believe that COVID-19 is spread amongst the population
by various means of exposure, including the propensity to spread person to person and the
propensity to attach to surfaces for prolonged periods of time, thereby spreading from surface to
person and causing increased infections to persons, and property loss and damage in certain
circumstances; and

WHEREAS, despite the measures taken thus far pursuant to prior Resolutions, as well as
existing actions taken by the federal, state, and other municipal governments, new cases of
COVID-19 continue to increase in surrounding counties and municipalities, demonstrating that
continued prevention, community action and cooperation to socially separate and maintain
distance is necessary in within the County; and

WHEREAS, it has become necessary that residents and visitors in Gadsden County do
more to avoid close social interaction, including, when possible, remaining in their respective
homes, residences, and domiciles, including any apartment, dormitory, hotel, motel, or similar
accommodation to slow the spread of COVID-19 and address the unprecedented threat to the
public health and welfare posed by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the CDC has recommended wearing cloth face coverings in public settings
where other social distancing measures are difficult to maintain (e.g., grocery stores and
pharmacies), especially in areas of significant community-based transmission; and

WHEREAS, it is safer to stay at home and subject to certain exceptions for essential
activities and services while allowing minimum business operations that appropriately balance
public health, safety, and welfare within the County while promoting the continued delivery of
essential infrastructure, services, and functions to residents and visitors in the County. Such
exceptions are made consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America; and



WHEREAS, Pursuant to §252.38, Florida Statutes, the County has jurisdictional authority
over the entire county for emergency management purposes; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AND DECLARED by the CHAIRMAN
OF THE GADSDEN COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS on this 2" day of
July 2020 that Gadsden County, Florida is hereby declared to be in a State of Emergency.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND DECLARED that, as long as our County
continues to deal with the spread of COVID-19, we must remain focused on the safety, health and
well-being of our residents and encourage steps to promote a safe and healthy lifestyle; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED AND DECLARED that, during this State of Emergency
continues to exist, the County shall have the power and authority to carry on those activities set
forth in Fla. Stat. § 252.38, including but not limited to: appropriate and expend funds; make
contracts; obtain and distribute equipment, materials, and supplies for emergency management
purposes; provide for the health and safety of persons and property, including emergency
assistance to the victim of any emergency; to limit the size of gatherings taking place within the
County for a period during this State of Emergency to a maximum of fifty (50) individuals; and
direct and coordinate the development of the emergency management plans and protocols in
accordance with the plans and policies set forth by the Federal and State Emergency Management
agencies; and - '

During this State of Emergency, pursuant to Chapter 2, Article II, Division 2, Section 2-
42(f) of the Gadsden County Code of Ordinances, the County may call emergency meetings which
bypass the notice conditions required by the Code. Such emergency meetings shall not be required
to be held at the normal meeting times as set forth in the Code; and

During this State of Emergency, the Gadsden County Board of County Commissioners
hereby empowers the Chairman of the Gadsden County Board of County Commissioners (or his
designated representative) with the following powers:

To appoint, employ, remove, or provide, with or without compensation, coordinators,
rescue teams, fire and police personnel, and other emergency management workers; and

To establish, as necessary, a primary and one or more secondary emergency operating
centers to provide continuity of government and direction and control of emergency operations;
and

To assign and make available for duty the offices and agencies of Gadsden County,
including the employees, the property or equipment thereof relating to firefighting, engineering,
rescue, health, medical and related services for emergency operation services, as the primary
emergency management forces of the political subdivision for employment within or outside the
political limits of the subdivision; and
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